
What Are the Most Popular Sports?

Any sports buff will know that there are a wide variety of different games to follow. Some are die-
hard fans of one particular sport and rarely watch others, while some individuals may enjoy several 
different sporting events throughout the year. 

Regardless of what category you fall into, you might be wondering which sports are loved the most. 
Thanks to a huge range of statistics collected over the years, it’s not hard to get accurate data on 
which ones have the largest global following.

The top 5 sports

There might be a variety of aspects to consider, from regional popularity to different leagues and 
events, but there’s no doubt that some sports have more appeal than others on a larger scale. With a
little research, we’ve concluded that these are the 5 most popular sports around the world: 

1. Football (4 billion fans)
2. Cricket (2.5 billion fans)
3. Hockey (2 billion fans)
4. Tennis (1 billion fans)
5. Volleyball (900 million fans)

Why is football number one?

Whether it’s known as soccer or football, there’s no doubt that this is one of the biggest sports in the
world with an estimated 4 billion fans across the globe. One of the reasons why it’s so big is most 
likely because of how easy it is to play – all you need is a ball and you’re good to go. The fact that this
sport also has such a diverse and passionate following makes it’s easy to get involved in too, even if 
you don’t want to play.
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